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From the desk for Superintendent Larry Gray 

It's summertime!   Hello, my name is Larry Gray, and I 

am the new picture you see in the superintendent 

spot. I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. I have 

now been with the Board for a little over six months 

as the new superintendent. We have been busy here 

at the Fayette County Board of DD this summer as 

you can see in our newsletter below. 

One fun fact I would like to share with you about my summer is my quest to 

see a bear in the wild in Tennessee or anywhere actually. We have several of 

our kids and grandkids that live in Tennessee, and we visit quite often. They 

are always sending pictures and telling me how they have seen bears when 

they go to the mountains. I have yet to see one, so I am convinced they don't 

exist there. Stay tuned for updates in our next newsletter as I continue my 

search to see a bear in the wild. I hope you enjoy the newsletter and have a 

great summer.  

 

Larry Gray, Superintendent 

 

https://www.fayettedd.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

   

  

 

   

We reached an exciting end to a wonderful year at 

Fayette Progressive Preschool! Preschool students 

and their families were invited to enjoy the last day 

of school at a Groovy End of Year Festival. Families 

and our preschool team played carnival games, 

danced, got their faces painted, won prizes, and 

enjoyed snacks on our playground. We had thirty-

six students exit our program as we celebrated their 

graduation from preschool and the start of a new 

chapter moving on to kindergarten! Students sang 

songs, danced, and received awards to wrap up 

their journey as Little Dragons. We are now 

preparing for a new school year and are excited to 

meet new additions to our Fayette Progressive 

Preschool family! We still have enrollment openings 

for any families interested in enrolling for the fall of 

2024.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy looks forward each year to helping make plans to go on her annual vacation with her brother Lee 

and family.  Over the past few years, they have gone to Myrtle Beach and Gatlinburg. For this year’s trip, 

Nancy chose to go to Nashville.  She enjoyed eating at the Aquarium Restaurant and was fascinated 

with all the different tropical fish swimming around in the aquarium.  Nancy also enjoyed having her 

picture taken with various country music singers and the Dukes of Hazard race car, the General Lee, at 

the Nashville Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum.  Nancy’s all time favorite thing to do is to eat 

out.  One of her favorite places while in Nashville was Slim and Husky’s Pizzeria.  Taking these trips with 

her family is so important to Nancy, she is already talking about where she would like to go next year. 



 

  

Early Intervention Team Members 

Diana Brand, Service Coordinator, 

Sylvia Call, Autism Services 

Coordinator, and Developmental 

Specialist, Jan Cobb were featured at 

the community tent at the Fayette 

County Farmer’s Market to share 

information about our Early 

Intervention services as well as to 

complete M-CHAT autism screeners 

for parents interested in the new ADEP 

Program.

 Our Early Intervention team held their first 

summertime playgroup in June, and it was a 

wonderful time for families to get to connect with 

one another while their little ones got to socialize 

with each other. Our Early Intervention team is 

already looking ahead to the next playgroup and 

looking forward to spending some wonderful time 

with the families we serve.  

 

 



 

   

  

The Fayette County Dragons enjoyed the softball game with 

F.O.L.E.M.C. Gatekeepers.  The Dragons came away with the win!  The 

Dragons thank the Gatekeepers for all of their support throughout the 

year.  Their annual poker run supports the athletes as they compete 

throughout the year in a variety of sports.  

 
Fayette County Special Olympics provides 

year around sports training and athletic 

competition in a variety of Olympic-type 

sports for children and adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities.  

Athletes are given opportunities to improve 

their physical fitness, show their talents and 

demonstrate courage.   

More than eighty athletes are active in 

Fayette County’s program. Athletes are 

eligible for most sports starting at the age of 

eight, with no upper age limit.  Through the 

program, “Dragons” develop confidence 

and are empowered by their 

accomplishments. They are able to 

experience joy through participation and 

sharing of talents, skills and friendships 

with their families, other athletes, 

volunteers, and the community. 

The annual Bowling Friendship Tournament was held in 

April.  It was a wonderful time of bowling, competition, 

and friendship. 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

  

OACB Spring Conference  

If you are around the SSA Department, you may see a few fresh 

faces.  Since November of 2023, we have welcomed three new 

Support and Service Administrators to the department. 

Josh Johnson joined us in November of 2023.  He has extensive 

experience in retail management and as a substitute teacher. 

Beatrice Pettiford joined the team in May of 2024.  Beatrice has 

experience as a correctional officer and a substitute teacher. 

Robert Stratton joined the team in June of 2024.  Robert has 

been a mental health case manager in the past. 

Please welcome our newest SSA’s if you see them out and about. 

Superintendent Larry Gray was part of a panel that presented at the Spring OACB conference.  Larry’s 

presentation was titled “Exploring Innovative Housing Opportunities.”  Larry has significant experience in 

the housing area and provided valuable information to the group at the conference. 

 

Josh Johnson Beatrice Pettiford 

Robert Stratton 



 

Mission: To offer programs 

and coordinate available 

services so that people we 

serve may realize their 

dreams and actively 

contribute to their 

community. 

Vision: To empower people 

to be the best version of 

themselves. 

Values: Teamwork, Dedication, 

Respect, and Integrity 

Service and Support 

Administration (SSA) 

 

SSA services connect persons 

with disabilities and their families 

to services provided by the 

Fayette County Board of DD and 

other agencies and services in 

the community.  This is 

accomplished by obtaining and 

sharing information, making 

referrals, service planning and 

authorizing payment for services. 

SSA case management services 

are offered to eligible children and 

adults starting at age 3. 

 

Services Include: 

-Assessment and Plan   

Development 

-Coordination of Support Services 

-Advocacy 

-Community Connections 

-Employment Navigation 

-Transition Planning 

-Monitoring of Services 

-Crisis Intervention 

-Housing 

Early Intervention (EI) 

Early Intervention (E.I.) works with children 

and their families to enhance the child’s 

development through everyday learning 

opportunities and routines.  EI includes 

services and supports to infants and 

toddlers’ birth to 3 years who have a 

diagnosed medical condition or 

developmental delay.  Your child and 

family will have access to a full EI team.  

This will include a service coordinator, 

developmental specialist, an occupational 

and physical therapist, a nurse, a speech, 

and language pathologist, also vision and 

hearing based upon unique need.   

 

Fayette Progressive Preschool 
 

Fayette Progressive Preschool is home 

to an Ohio Department of Education 
licensed Special Needs/Inclusion 

Preschool Program. Typically developing 
peers and children with developmental 

delays on Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs) learn side by side.  

Pre-academic skills taught at Fayette 

Progressive Preschool: 

*Expand creativity, exploration, and 

problem-solving strategies 

*Development of social skills  

*Strengthening of motor development 

and pre-academics taught through play 

*Teach being safe, respectful and to be 

a friend 

*Encourage art and music appreciation 

 
Community First 
 

Community First is comprised of services 
including the Fayette Advocating Change 

Together (FACT) Advocacy Group.  Our aim is 
to ensure that everyone has access to 

his/her community in the most inclusive 
manner possible.  Our goal is to see everyone 

become contributing citizens in their 
community, through work and social 

recreation as they so choose.  We help 
prepare youth as they transition from school 

to adult life with work experiences and job 

readiness training. We also empower adults 
to stand up and speak out for themselves. 

 

Fayette County Special Olympics 

The Fayette County Dragons support 

local athletes with disabilities to 

pursue physical fitness, involvement 

in athletic competition and creating 

friendships with others in the 

community.  We partner with public 

school Special Olympics teams in the 

county to coordinate opportunities in 

many sports, including basketball, 

flag football, softball, track and field 

and bowling. 

 

Services Available 


